Continue activities following the story - Baskets of Onions

By: Haya Shenhav
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Age Group: Daycare (2-3)
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Family Reading Advice

Repeating and Joining In

Many books contain repetitions and new details that are gradually introduced. In this
book, a different character picks up the onions each time, and the woman carrying the
baskets repeats the word “toda” — thank you. This repetition provides toddlers with a
sense of security, and allows them to help “tell” the story, engaging them in an active
role. You can emphasize the recurring phrases while reading, pause slightly before a
new character is introduced, and invite your toddler to join in.
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Help is On Its Way

Helping others, even with the smallest things, contributes to the development of both
empathy and sensitivity. This book can inspire you to discuss the following — How did
the woman carrying the baskets feel when the onions fell out of the basket? How did
she feel when she was helped? Have you ever helped anyone? Have you ever been
helped?
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Onions Galore

How many onions appear on each page of this book? You can search for and count them
together. You can then fill a basket or bag with onions and see how many of them fit

without tumbling out. All out of onions? Use apples, balls, or any other suitable item
instead.
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Rolling from the Top all the Way Down

The illustrations in this book depict various sites in the mountainous city of Haifa,
demonstrating how onions fall from the top all the way down. Try looking for places
near your own home, such as hills or stairs, where you can see a ball rolling from various
heights. How is the ball rolling? Is it bouncing? It is fast? Or slow?
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QR Code
How many baskets can you bring onto a bus? Scan the code and find out as Arik Einstein
sings Haya Shenhav’s “Gveret Im Salim” (A Lady Carrying Baskets)
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